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ARTIST BRIEF - Expression of Interest 
 

Stairwell Gallery Curation Opportunity 

Geraldton Regional Art Gallery  
 

 
Stairwell Gallery Exhibition – Granny Mary, Julie Dowling, 2017 CGG Art Collection Acc. 503. Image Credit: 

Mullermind Creative 

BACKGROUND  

 

The City of Greater Geraldton (‘The City’) is seeking expressions of interest (EOI) from 

emerging and seasoned Curators to curate a micro-exhibition in the Geraldton Regional 

Art Gallery (GRAG), Stairwell Gallery. The Stairwell Gallery shares a carefully curated 

selection of artworks from the City of Greater Geraldton’s Art Collection with the 

community on rotation throughout the year. This gallery space seeks to share the 

importance of the Collection, a goal outlined in the Geraldton Regional Art Gallery 

Strategic Plan 2023-27. 

 

This brief invites Mid West Arts Members to delve deeper into the City’s Art Collection. 

Exploring the curation process, the selected applicant will meet with the Arts 

Engagement Officer weekly over the course of eight (8) weeks to develop a themed 

micro-exhibition. 
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Applications must be submitted through the online application form by the closing date 

provided – see section 7 – Due Dates.  

 

The successful Applicant will be paid a Curator Fee of $800 excluding GST. Covering all 

costs related to the development and installation of the exhibition, and inclusive of a 

Curator Talk. 

 

The City will guide the successful Applicant through the preparation and installation of 

the micro-exhibition. The City will provide access to the CGG Art Collection, relevant 

documentation, installation materials, marketing support by way of advertising on 

CGG/GRAG website, newsletters and social media.  

Description  Date  

Expression of Interest application opens  29 November 2025 

Stairwell Gallery Curation Opportunity 

Information Session 

2 December 2025 

Expression of Interest application closes  4pm 27 January 2026 

Applicants will be notified of the outcome 16 February 2026 

 

The following information is important in developing the expression of interest for 

review.  

 

1. CONTEXT 

With over 500 artworks in the City of Greater Geraldton Art Collection, this extensive 

collection has a rich history, including nationally recognised artists and artworks. 

 

In 1949, one of Western Australia’s greatest benefactors, Sir Claude Hotchin (1898-1977), 

donated 22 substantial works to the people of Geraldton. These works included an early 

painting by West Australian artist Robert Juniper, works by Kathleen O’Connor and Allan 

William Baker, and landscapes by Hans Heysen and Harold Septimus Power. 

 

In 1960, the Town of Geraldton commissioned Elizabeth Durack (1915-2000) to produce 

a body of work of the Geraldton area, including Dongara, Northampton and out to 

Carnamah. This collection remains significant not just to Geraldton but also to the State.  

 

On Monday 6 August 1984, the Geraldton Art Gallery was officially opened by the 

Governor-General of Australia, the Rt. Hon. Sir Ninian Stephen. The high standard of 

facilities made the Gallery one of the first A Class regional galleries in Australia. With 
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specific temperature and humidity controls in place, this allows for artworks to be stored 

and exhibited safely, preserving the works for future generations. 

 

Since 1984, the Geraldton Regional Art Gallery has established itself as the region’s 

principal arts institution, serving arts and culture to the Midwest, housing the City of 

Greater Geraldton’s Art Collection, whilst presenting a diverse and stimulating 

exhibition programme from local, state, national and international sources.  

 

The management of the Geraldton Regional Art Gallery transitioned from the Art Gallery 

of Western Australia to the City of Greater Geraldton in 2017. Prominent artworks have 

been added into the Collection from the biennial acquisitive art prize, the Mid West Art 

Prize, as well as through donations from members of the public. 

2. EXHIBITION DETAILS 

Dates Description  Location Notes  

23 February – 

10 April 2026   

Exhibition Curatorial 

Preparation – 7 Gallery 

hours over 7 weeks 

(between Monday – 

Wednesday) 

GRAG Attend regular 

meetings with Gallery 

Staff, respond to 

relevant emails and 

phone calls during this 

time.  

13 – 16 April 

2026  

Exhibition Install  GRAG – 

Stairwell 

Gallery  

Curator will assist 

GRAG Instal Team to 

take out artworks in 

the collections and 

install the exhibition.  

17 April 2026  Exhibition Opening Night  GRAG   

 Curator Talk GRAG – 

Ground 

Floor  

Dates in consultation 

with Arts Engagement 

Officer. 

18 April – 21 

June 2026  

Exhibition Dates    

22 June 2026  Exhibition De-install   To be de-installed by 

GRAG staff  

 

Please confirm on the online application your availability for the dates above. 
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3. CURATION AND OTHER CONSIDERATIONS  

 

• GRAG will provide the successful Applicant with access to the CGG Art Collection, 

collection documentation, curatorial guidance, installation assistance, exhibition 

venue, hanging materials. 

• The successful Applicant will be required to develop exhibition materials such as 

but not limited to exhibition conceptual themes, title, didactic labels, artwork 

layout, curators statement. 

• The successful Applicant will be asked to deliver a Curator Talk, with the date to 

be determined in consultation with the Arts Engagement Officer. 

• The successful Applicant will be asked to curate solely with existing artworks from 

the CGG Art Collection. 

• Given the artwork’s location within a public open space, the selected artwork 

should be appropriate for audiences of all ages. This includes artworks that are 

not deliberately provocative or offensive and the artwork contains no overt sexual 

content. 

• The successful Applicant will assist the GRAG install team in the installation of 

the micro-exhibition. The artwork will be removed when the next exhibition is 

installed. The de-installation of the artworks will be organised by the GRAG install 

team. 

• The City reserves the right to not proceed to engage a Curator from this 

expression of interest. 

 

Please note: 

• Successful Applicants will be required to attend regular Meetings with the Arts 

Engagement Officer, respond to relevant emails and phone calls during this time. 

Over a period of eight (8) weeks, the successful Applicant will be asked to provide 

a minimum of one (1) hour per week of dedicated curation time in the GRAG.  

• The timing of the Curatorial Preparation will be in consultation with the Arts 

Engagement Officer. 

4. SELECTION PROCESS 

 

Stage 1 – EOI Open Call 

• Artist submissions of EOI.  

 

Stage 2 – Selection and Commission   

 

• EOI’s from Stage 1 will be evaluated by a panel of three (3) Officers from the City. 
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• A Curator’s Agreement will be issued to the successful Curator.  

5. FEES  

 

Stage 1 – EOI Open Call 

• No fee is associated with EOI submissions. 

 

Stage 2 – Selection and Commission  

• 30% of the total Curator Fee ($240 exc. GST) on signing of the Curator’s 

Agreement. 

 

Stage 3 – Opening of the Exhibition 

• 70% of the total Curator Fee ($560 exc. GST) following the opening of the 

exhibition. 

               

Prior to payment, the selected Curator will also be required to provide a Tax Invoice to 

the City of Greater Geraldton stating the Artist’s ABN or providing a signed Australian 

Tax Office Statement by Supplier form, no later than 14 days after receipt of the signed 

Artist Agreement. 

 

6. SELECTION CRITERIA  

Proposals should respond to the space in a contemporary manner. Applications will be 

assessed based on the below criteria.  

 

Stage 1 – EOI Open Call 

Selection Criteria Submission Requirement Evaluatio

n 

Weighting  

Respondent Details Artist/s name, contact details. N/A 

Membership Status This opportunity is only open to current Mid 

West Arts Members. 

Yes/No 

Response to the brief  Provide a brief description of how this curatorial 

opportunity will benefit your arts practice. 

 

40% 

Connection to 

Collection 

Provide a brief description of your interest 

and/or knowledge of the City of Greater Art 

Collection. 

30% 
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Artistic excellence and 

Originality 

 

Demonstrated experience working within the 

Visual Arts sector. E.g. arts practice, previous 

exhibition history, etc. 

30% 

 

7. DUE DATES  

 

Stage 1 – EOI Open Call 

• The Expression of Interest should be submitted through the online application 

form on the Geraldton Regional Art Gallery’s website by 4pm 27 January 2026 

 

Stage 2 – Selection and Commission 

• The EOI’s will be evaluated by a panel of three (3) Officers from the City. 

• The selected Curator will be notified on the outcome of their application by email 

by 16 February 2026. 

• The exhibition curation and curatorial preparation dates will be discussed with 

the successful Curator once they have been notified.  

 

8. COPYRIGHT, INSURANCE AND DOCUMENTATION 

 

The City reserves the right to document, or otherwise use any written material created 

as part of the Stairwell Gallery Curation Opportunity, without charge. The City will 

acknowledge the successful Curator as the Curator of the exhibition and recognise the 

Moral Rights of the applicant in accordance with the Copyright Act 1968. 

The Curator agrees that the copyright in all written material created in the course of the 

contract remain the property of the Curator. The Curator shall give the City a non-

exclusive Licence to reproduce the written material for related non-commercial 

purposes including publicity and promotion of the event/project, education and record 

keeping. 

The City of Greater Geraldton Art Collection is covered under the City of Greater 

Geraldton insurance.  

The completed exhibition will be documented and promoted through numerous 

mediums, including but not limited to, photographs and written reports, social and 

traditional media, with appropriate acknowledgement of the artist included. 
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9. FURTHER INFORMATION 

Questions about this brief can be directed to:  Erin Cleghorn, Arts Engagement Officer.  

Email: erinc@cgg.wa.gov.au   Ph: (08) 9956 6750 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard Agreement Terms 

 

a) The Agreement constitutes the entire understanding of the parties and replaces all previous 

agreements or understandings associated with the Art Agreement.  
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b) The Curator in signing this agreement accepts their involvement in the program, project or 

event is limited solely to the terms defined in this agreement. 

c) In the event that a Curator espouses or makes public comment that is counter to the 

community program, project or events inclusive values, the City reserves the right to 

terminate the agreement, withdraw naming or recognition rights for the initiative.   

d) The terms of this Agreement cannot be modified other than by further agreement in writing 

signed by both parties. 

e) This Agreement may be terminated by the mutual written consent of both parties. 

Additionally, this Agreement may be terminated at any time by the City if, in its view, any in-

kind activities or content of the program are considered objectionable, politically motivated 

or related to commercial advertising or outcomes.  

f) Should any dispute arise concerning any matter referred to in this Agreement or arising out 

of it, a resolution shall be sought by discussion between the Curator and the City 

Representative.  If agreement is not reached, the dispute shall be referred to two 

arbitrators, one appointed by each party.  If the arbitrators are unable to agree, the dispute 

will then be referred to an umpire selected by the arbitrators.  No further action or suit will 

be brought by either party until the award has first been made by the arbitrator or the 

arbitrators’ umpire.  

g) Should it be applicable, the Curator must assess their legal obligations in connection to any 

responsibilities under the GST Act, the City accepts no responsibility for partner’s actions in 

respect to GST compliance arising from this Partnership.   

h) The Curator is responsible for their own compliance with Work Health & Safety legislation.  

The Curator shall when on City sites or in relation to the Agreement follow City directions 

relating to Work Health & Safety.  

i) The Curator acknowledges and agrees to compliance with the City’s Code of Business Ethics 

in relation to this Initiative.  

j) In the event the Curator has any involvement with children or youth related activities 

associate with the Agreement; the Artist shall ensure compliance with Council Policy 4.17 Child 

Safe Awareness 

 

In the event that confidential City data forms part of the contract, the Author shall ensure 

compliance with the City’s Third Party Data Security Standard.  This standard is accessible from 

the City website –  Supplier Information » City of Greater Geraldton (cgg.wa.gov.au) 

https://www.cgg.wa.gov.au/business/work-with-us/supplier-information.aspx

